What’s happening?
SEStran is working with our local authority partners to
make the objectives of the RTS a reality in South East
Scotland. However, in this time of fiscal retrenchment
we are also seeking additional sources of funding to
enable us to carry forward major transport initiatives.
So far, SEStran has been successful in bidding for EU
match funding to roll out a range of projects that will
contribute towards our goal of building a sustainable
transportation system for the region. Projects that
we are progressing thanks to EU backing include:
■

■

eal Time Passenger Information (RTPI):
R
Which will provide up-to-the-minute data on
bus services to passengers in East Lothian,
Scottish Borders and Fife initially. The new
system will also integrate with Edinburgh’s
existing Bustracker system.
Dryport: Which looks at establishing intermodal
freight hubs and how they can contribute
towards reducing congestion and improving
efficiency by transferring road freight to rail,
sea-borne transport and other sustainable
modes.

■	
Connecting

Food Port Regions: Which aims
to promote better levels of accessibility and
connectivity for transportation of food products
across the North Sea region and beyond, and
the identification of the potential for more
efficient and sustainable transport provision.

■	
Lo-Pinod

(Logistics Optimisation for Ports
Intermodality:
Networks,
Opportunities,
Developments): Which aims to revitalise ports
that are currently under-utilised and trial the
movement of freight by barge in the Forth
Estuary, thus reducing dependence on road
transportation and associated greenhouse
gas emissions.

■

I
-Transfer (Innovative Transport Solutions
for Fjords, Estuaries and Rivers): Which
aims to improve local ferry services through
advanced operational concepts and innovative
technologies. This will also contribute towards
the delivery of the cross-Forth hovercraft service.

SEStran will continue to seek innovative ways to take
forward the goals set out in our Regional Transport
Strategy (RTS).
To download a copy of the RTS, log onto our website
at www.sestran.gov.uk, or contact us at the
following address:
SEStran
Claremont House, 130 East Claremont Street
Edinburgh EH7 4LB
T
F
E

0131 524 5150
0131 524 5151
enquiries@sestran.gov.uk

All SEStran publications are available in
a variety of formats, including large print,
braille and a range of minority languages.
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Who are SEStran?
We are a Regional Transport Partnership comprised
of eight local councils in SE Scotland; Borders, East
Lothian, West Lothian and Midlothian, Edinburgh,
Fife, Falkirk and Clackmannanshire.

What do we do?
SEStran aims to develop a sustainable
transportation system for SE Scotland that will
enable business to function effectively, and provide
everyone living in the region with improved access
to healthcare, education, public services and
employment opportunities.

A regional transport system that provides all citizens of South East Scotland
with a genuine choice of transport which fulfils their needs and provides
travel opportunities for work and leisure on a sustainable basis

How will we do it?
The development of SEStran’s Regional Transport
Strategy (RTS) was an historic opportunity to plan
for the transport needs of 1.5 million people, living
in Scotland’s most economically vibrant region. It is
a blueprint for transport development in South East
Scotland that will form the core of our work for the
next 15 years. The RTS has four key objectives:

Why do we do it?
SE Scotland is facing a 10% increase in
population by 2024. This will increase demand
for transportation and raise the possibility of
increased traffic congestion and pollution.
SEStran aims to meet this challenge by:
■	
Developing

and improving public transport
provision, to make it the mode of choice for
most travellers.

■	
Encouraging

people to make “smart”
travel choices, including considering active
travel options, like cycling and walking,
for shorter journeys.

■	
Reducing

the number of single occupancy
commuter car journeys in and out of
Edinburgh by 10% by 2023.

■	Achieving

an overall reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions and other pollutants.

■	
Economy:

to ensure transport facilities
encourage growth, regional prosperity and
vitality in a sustainable manner.

■	
Accessibility:

to improve accessibility for those
with limited transport choice or no access to a
car; particularly those living in rural areas.

■	
Environment:

to ensure that development is
achieved in an environmentally sustainable
manner.

■	
Safety

& Health: to promote a healthier and
more active SEStran area population.

We aim to develop a world-class transportation
infrastructure for South East Scotland that is
comprehensive, inclusive and environmentally
sustainable. It must also contribute to an overall
transport strategy for Scotland, in partnership with
other Regional Transport Partnerships and National
Government.

